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Romans XIII. 2. 
They that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 


Damnation. 


F you confider theſe Words with any 
regard to a Set of Men who us'd to 
make their Boaſt of Loyalty, and are 
now carrying on a vile Rebellion, 
there will be two things owing to 

| Fof, To deliver it from the perverſe Meaning 

- | hit hath been with ſo mach pains impos'd upon it. 

| And, Secondly, To open it as a Rule of Obedience 
| to, and as a Sentence of Wrath againſt thoſe who 

ald have made it a handle of Tyranny upon o: f 
| thers; bat reſolve it ſhall be no Obligation to Daty | 

| pon themſelves : for the Lord's Voice cries in or 2 

ur as it did of old, Hear! O ye Prieffs, this Com- Mal. l. 1. 

nadment is for you my Covenant was with Levi of ;) 

Life and Peace, and I gave them unto him for the Fear ver. 5, 6. 
therewith he feared me, and was afraid before my Name. 

| The Law of Truth was in bus Mouth, and Iniquity was 

| mt found in his Lips: he walked with me in Peace and 
| Equity, and did turn many from Iniquity. The Con- 

_ | rerfion of Souls was once the Study and Care of 

thoſe who laboured in the Word and Doctrine; but ye Ver. 5,8. 

| ae departed out of the way, ye have cauſed many to © 

| Fumble at the Law, ye have corrupted the Covenant of 

| Levis therefore have I made you contemptible and baſe 

|| before all the People, according 4s ye have not kept my 

- Ways, but have been partial in the Law. Of this Partia- 

| ity we may complain aloud; the very Perſons that 
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have ſtrain d this Text, do now neglect it. 1 - 
ſiſtance they us'd to condemn as ihe — 
Sins, is now their Practice, and they are ine in 
their Shame. It ſhall therefore, as I ſaid, x my En- 
deavour both to reſcue theſe Words from the Abuſe 
they have ſuffer'd, and then to explain them. 


| The Firſt of theſe I may do with no great Ex- 
pence of Time, becanſe, you know, it hath been 
for ſeveral Years the uſual Doctrine of this 


That Mankind have a Right by Nature, whenever 


they have a Power by Providence, either to- defend 
or reſtore their Liberties. Thoſe Paſſages that are 
| 13 for an entire Submiſſion to the Will of 


lan, muſt be tore out of their Context, before we 


can argue from them, that Wickedneſs is irrefiſti. 


Eccl. vii. z. ble: As when Solomon gives us this Corunſel, tokeep the 


| King's Commandment, tis in regard of the Oath of 


Pfal. xciv. God, Now God hath no Fellowſhip with the Throne of 
20. Iniquity, which frame Miſchief by a Law. He pro- 


ver. 2. ceeds upon our Duty to the Prince; Be not 
280ũ out of his ſight, ſtand not in an evil thing, for he 
Aoes whatſoever pleaſeth him: but this is no reaſon 


why we ſhould not ſtand in a good thing. And tho 
Ver. 4. the next words are often us'd, Where the Word of 4 
King i, there is Power; and who may ſay unto him, 


Prov. xxvi. Nhat doſt thou ? yet as the Legs of the Lame are not 


7 equal, ſo is this Proverb in the Mouth of Fools: for it 
is ſuppos'd that all this Royal Greatneſs is well em- 


pPlüoy'd, or otherwiſe there could be no Foundation 
ver g. f 
= = the Commandment, ſhall feel no evil thing. Thoſe 


Scriptures that impreſs upon us any Allegiance, do 


always ſtate the Caſe in this view: If God hath 
given us 10 Capacity of reſiſting a Tyrant, we mull 


ſubmit to it; but if ke hath, it is a throwing away 


bis Favour not to uſe it. There is nothing ties the 


Hand of an injur'd Nation, but Neceſſity; no Lax 
of God ever did mate them Slaves, and no 5 of 
205. OT bag) es 87 bs 


or what he ſays in the following Verſe ; Whoſo keeps | 
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um ever ſhould. If they cannot help it, it is their 
a6jRion, and ſhall be ſanQify'd ; but if they can, 
and will not, tis their Crime, and ſhall be a- 
yedg'd. But I need not give my ſelf a new Looſe 
"to that Subject, which bath ſo often return'd to 
jour Thoughts on the Fifth of November, in our 
Fraiſes of the Lord for the avenging of Iſrael, when the Judg. v. 2. 
lupe willingly offered themſelves. | will only deli- 
| yer the Words before me from an Interpretation 
that our Pulpits have always rung with in a bad 
| Reign, tho it is commonly drop'd in a good one: 
for they have us'd this Text juſt as Thieves and 
Robbers do their Weapons, not to defend them- 
fires, but to injure others; they can lay it aſide, 
when there is no proſpe& of getting any Plunder; 
tis a Scripture in their Mouths adapted to nothing 
kat a publick Miſchief: for from hence we have been 
often told, that any degree of Oppoſition to the 
Laſt and Cruelty of the King, was a damnable Crime. 
1 And by Reſiſting they have not underſtood the Acts 
| of open Hoſtility, but your very Devotions have 
keen condemn'd by this Text; Praying hath had 
the name of Rebellion, fearing God was made in- 
conſiſtent with honouring the King. We are expreſly 
charg'd not to forſake the afſembling of our ſelves toge- Heb. x. 2c, | 
ier; and yet to meet upon a ſerious Occaſion, laid | 
| under the Reproach of a Seditious Conventicle. If 1 
aPerſon lived as without God in the World, his Loy- Eph. fü. 12. | 
ty would never be ſuſpected; but in ſhort there 
on | was ſcarce any Medium between an Atbeiſt and a 
eps Traitor. The Scripture hath made our Religion uni- 
ole form, fitted the Parts to one another, and therefore 
do ve have four Duties mention'd together; Honour all iPerdi.17, 
ith | Men, love the Brotherhood, fear God, bonour the —_—_ 
The fame word that expreſſes our Duty to the King, 
vay | tells us what we owe to all Men: yet the three firit | 
the if theſe have been ſwallow'd up in the fourth; and | 
aw | it is ſaid of Pharaoh's lean ue, it could not ve leen 4 
of | that they were taken into it. Their Lojalty was 0 
J with | 
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with that Contempt of al An, with that berg 
cution of the Brotherhoed, with ſo littte due 
Cod, that if it was founded upon this Text, "tis 
plain, it had loft its Company, 
not 
Groans of thoſe in Jails, the Cries of i 
Blood, will aloud witneſs for me: and the ths 
things, being over ſome time ago, are forgot by 
many, and deſpis'd by moſt; yet the Voice of o 


preſſion is always freſh in the Ears of God, w 
will reckon with the Sons of Violence for erety 
Breath of Sorrow that he hath heard from ti; 


'Plal.ix.r2, Own People; for when he makes Inquiſition for Blood, 


be will remember them, and not forget the Cry of the 


Humble. 


Bat can we imagine that our Apoſtle would lay 
down that as his Opinion at Rome, that was e. 


nough to make all his Doctrine ſcandalous? Tig 
true, for ſometime before the writing of this Epiſ- 
tle, their Liberties had been waſting and moul- 


dring away; but ſtill the moſt eminent Perſons - 
mong them were in pain for their gaſping Coui- 
try. They could any of them tell with how much | 
 Arrtifice the firſt of the Cæſars gave the fatal Blow: 
tho he was a Perſon whoſe Learning, Generoſity, | 
and Temper had made him the Delight of his Ac- | 


quaintance, yet the Deſign was odiovs in him. The 
great Cato, a Man of the ſevereſt Probity, re- 
ſented it more, that the City ſhould be loft to a 


Native, than if it had been conquer'd by a Fo- | 
reigner: And the Action of Brutus, in killing the | 


Man to whom he was a Darling, ſtands admir'd, in 


of Political Vertue will make its way thro private 
Ingagements. Now would the Apoſtle ſay a thing 


ſo odious to the known Fervonr of the Romans, it 


he had nota plain Authority from Heaven for it? 


| Ard can it he ever prov'd, that God was angr] | 
with their Privileges ? That Chriſt ſent out aRe | 


You kno 1 
given this Report any Aggravation J = 
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| jgjon iato the World, to cramp the Senate, and 
ko 


u humour the Em ror ? Before this Doctrine 
ane mong them, they knew what was Treaſon, 
had a certain Rule that determin'd their Opi- 


uss about Loyalty, beyond which it never went. 


is not agreed, whether this Epiſtle was writ 
u the time of Nero, Caligula, or another. We 
how that the firſt of theſe grew as vile to his 
Frople, as a Monarch could be: Their Decree, 

that he ſhould be dragg'd thro the City by Horſes, 
nd fo daſh'd to pieces, in a way that would be the 


| Monument of his own Temper, ſhows what their 


lance was. This they had a right 
to do as Romans, and did Chriſtianity wake them 


| Rebels? Caligula ſet up himſelf to be a God, he 
' ogder'd Adorations to be paid: no doubt on't, but 
| | nary, who knew. no other Deity, would be full 


ezovgh of their Homage to this; and it is likely 


there were Penal Laws in the Caſe. Now of ſuch 
u Abomination, the wiſeſt and beſt of the People 


would have an Abhorrence : And is it not a vile 


| Proſtitution of this Scripture, to make it approve 

| the greateſt Wickedneſs, and condemn the little 

cN | Vertue that was left among them? They that re- 
ft, i. e. they who higder the Impiety of the 8o- 

„ | wreign from going on, ſhall receive to themſelves 
Damnation. 


With what face could a Religion be 
offer d at Rome, fo oppoſite to all the brave Senti- 
ments of their Anceſtors, and thoſe Maxims that 


| gave them a Glory over the whole World ? 


But you will ſee the Vanity of this Interpreta- 


tion, if you do but look into the Context. The 
| Reaſons that he gives for this Subjechion to the higher Ver. 1. 
Peers, cannot one of them be brought in to ſup. 


port a Claim of Duty to a Perſon who reckons 


| himfelf above Law. There's no Power but of God; 
the Powers that be, are ordain'd of God: They can- 


not ſay this of Tyranny in any other ſenſe, than 


| that God permits it; but that's no more an Argu- 


ment 


dut act in a promiſcuous Rapine, as the Beaſts 
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ment for my Subjection to it, than it is for Nog: 
Reſiſtance to a Fever or a Plague: theſe are of him: 
and yet it is both my Right and my Duty to uſe 
all the means I can to get rid of them. But by this 
Divine Appointment maſt be meant ſomething elſe, 
when he argues, Whoſoever reſiſteth the Power, re. 
ſiſteth the Ordinance of God; it does not ſignify that 


he determin'd the Form of Government, and much 


leſs the Perſon who ſhould take the Throne. Surely 


none would pretend to ſay that Ners was Empe- | 


ror by a Divine Ordinance, in the ſame way that 
David was a King: But this is all that the Reaſon 
carries in it, viz. without ſome Laws to puide 
the Community, Men would be no longer foci 


the Field do. Now it is of God, by his Impulſe, 
and according to his Will, that Property be ſe- 
cur'd, that People without a Danger to themſelves 


ſhall not invade the Rights of others: but when 


they that ſhould conduct the Law, and give it a pro- 
per Execution, are, in their own Opinion, above it; 
when they do not uſe it as a Rule to their Practice, 


but merely as a Tool to their Luſt, there's not a 


Fyllable in this Chapter that tells us of any Duty 


_ owing to them: for ſays the Apoſtle, Rulers ve 


not a Terror to good Works, but to the evil; 1. e. the 


Rulers he was ſpeaking of, and directing our All- 


giance to. But is it not harſh and violent, to lay 


theſe beautiful Colours upon an abſolute Monarch, 


one who is ſo in his Temper as well as his Claim? 


— Will any Perſon ſay, that a Man who makes Laus 


to intangle the Conſcience, who plagues his Peo- 
ple for Opinions they cannot help, and hales them 


into Actions that they dare not do, is not he 2 Ter- 
ror to good Works? And as ſuch a one is uſually 


furronaded with Creatures of his own Caſt, who 


call him a God, and make him a Devil; who fill 
his Soul with Vanity, and his Body with Riot; who | 


are both the Tools and the Partners of his Cor- 


ruption, | 
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qption, does he ſtrike any Terror into theſe Evil- 
Peers? Do they find it io ſcandalous to debauch 
ud ſwear in his Preſence? Are they like to be 
loſers by any Profaneaeſs or [ntemperance ? No, i Ho. vit. 7. 


| the days of our King, the Princes made him ſick with 


Butles of Wine, and he ftretch'd out his Hand with 
— 8 
Or in ſuch a Hood of Iniquity, can there be any 


wom for the Argument in the next words, Milt 


thou not then be afraid of the Power? Da that which 
1 good, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame. If 
the Apoſtle had pleaded for an unlimited Obedience 


| toNero or Caligula, not only the Chriſtians, but 
| the very Heathens at Rome would have told him, 


be had miſtaken the Caſe, he was wrong in Fact; 
for whoever did any goed had no Praiſe of the ſame, 


| bat Perſons of a generous and uſeful Spirit were 


quite out of Fayour. And can that ever be apply'd 
toa Tyrant, that he ig the Miniſter of God to thee 


for Good? Is not this talking againſt all Experience? 


Maſt we call that a Good, that, by ten thonſard 


Arguments, we know to be the greateſt Evil upon 


the face of the Earth? No, Moe to them that call lfi, v. 20. 


| Good Evil, and Evil Good; that put Darkneſs for 
| Light, and Light for Darkneſs; that put Bitter for 
| Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter : and yet this Political 
| Tranſubſtantiation hath been urg'd upon us from 
| theſe words. But that the Apoſtle does not mean, 


by bis b:gher Powers, either 4 cruei or an indolent 
Piece of Majeſty, is plain from another Argument; 


| Fir this cauſe pay you Tribute alſo, for they are God's Ver. C. 


Miniſters, attending continually upon this very thing. 
V that by theſe words our Duty is never call'd to 
amere Figure of State, we have no Notion of ſtu- 
pid Royalty, a welten Image, or à Golden Calß; but 


do talk in the Fewzſh Language, our Allegiance muſt 


be given to one who wnderſtands the Fudgments of | 


the Lord; and his Statutes to Iſrael, The Apoſtle 
bath fotetold it, that proud Jen knowins nothing, 1 Tim. vis 
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ſhould go doating about Queſtions and Strife of Words) 
whereof comes Envy, Railings, and evil Surmiſin 5 
perverſe Diſputings of corrupt Minds; who ſwallow 
a Doctrine becauſe it is baited with a Benefice, ſup 
ſing that Gain is Godlineſs. Tis no Scandal to 0 
calld Schiſmaticks by theſe, becauſe we are bid 

from ſuch to withdraw our ſelves. 


Bat tho this Scripture hath been ſo diſtorted from 


its true and genuine meaning, yet, like the Sun, it 


does not ceaſe to have a Glory in it ſelf, for 


the Clouds that come between it and the World. 
The Apoſtle does here tell us our Duty to thoſe 


Rulers, who are Miniſters of God for Good, and ate 


ordain d of him to be a Terror to Evil-Doers ; theſe 


are not to be reſiſted in the execution of their Of. | 
fice. Perhaps as he writes to a People who had a | 
great many Jews among them, fo there were two 
Occaſions of his laying before them their Duty to | 


| ti 
but a Native of their own Country, upon a Mi- 
take of that Order which God had given them, 


the Magiſtrate. 3 ON 
1. The Jews thought it unlawful to obey any 


Deut. xvii. Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet over thee a King, one from 
15" among thy Brethren ;, thou mayſt not ſet a Stranger over 


thee, who is not thy Brother. And this gave them { | | 
great a Diſpoſitionto rebel, that Judas of Galilee made 
ather much People after him in the | 


Acts v. 37. it an eaſy Work to g 
4a, of the Taxing. But beſides theſe who allowed 


themſelves ina National Prejudice, we may ſuppoſe, | 
2. That they had perverted the Gentiles into 
another of their Opinions, that the Meſſiah was to | , 
be a temporal Monarch, that he came to undo every | ., 
heavy Burden, and let tbe Oppreſſed go free; that 


2 when he appear'd as the Great Lord of his Church, 
© ZeCu,xive all his Saints ſhould come with him; and therefore i 


1 was beneath the Dignity of that Religion, whict | 4e 


they now embrac'd, to take Rules from others: 


T hey were themſelves the Princes of a new Empire | 
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. The Fews were often running into this Fancy, and 

it ſeems as if their Dotage upon the Ceremonies of 

„ | Moſes, and the Traditions of the Fathers, had pre- 

par d them for ſuch a Diſobedience, that they pleas'd 1 Theſſ. ii. 
4 t Cod, and were contrary to all Men. And ſuch as 55: 
imitate their Vanity, do ſucceed to their Temper. 


d | Superſtition being a Rebellion agaiaſt the Divine 
Authority, no wonder that it is in many Caſes a 
Revolt from the Human. The Apoſtle tells Titus, 

5 there were many unruly and vain Talkers and Decei- Tit. i. 10, 


vers, eſpecially they of the Circumciſion, whoſe Mouths 11. 
4 muſt be ſtopp d, who ſubvert whole Houſes, teaching 
wy | things that they ought not, for filthy Lucre ſake, He 
| bids them not give heed to Jewiſh Fables and Com- Ver. 14. 
oe | mandments of Men that turn from the Truth, aud 
of. fays, that they, above all others, muſt be put in Cb. il. 1, . 
da | mind to be ſubjeft to Principalities and Powers, to obcy 
mo | Magiſtrates, to be ready to every good Work, to ſpeak 
to | foil ef no Man, and to be no Brawlers. Es 
We know there are ſome ready to charge Sedi- 
tion upon others, as the Jews did it upon Chriſt, 
Mit.] only to cover their own. The Spirit hath told us 
gem. expreſly of theſe latter Days, that ſome Men thro 2 Pet. ii 3. 
f „ | Cotetouſneſs and feigu d Words, words of their own 
coining, will make merchandise of uw. They that 
n { | Ive ſoberly, will live righteouſly; but ſuch as walk Ver. 1c. | 
1, | dfter the Fleſh, in the Luſt of Uncleanneſs, are the = 
_ Perſons that deſpiſe Government, preſumptuous, ſelf- 5 
vil d; theſe are not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignitics. 2 on 
| We have a full Account both of their Temper and | 
':-» | their Fate: Theſe as natural brite Beaſts, made to be Ver. 12, 
| taken and deſtroy'd, ſpeak evil of the things they under- ' 35) 41 5: 
ad not; they count it pleaſure to riot in the Day- 
| time, and by drinking certain Healths indulge their 
Luſt and their Loyalty together: Spots are they and 
Blemiſhes, ſperting themſilves with their own Deceiv- | 
nos, having Eyes full of Adultery, and cannot ceaſe | 
from Sin, beguiling unſtable Souls, a Heart they hae 
pire exercis'd with covetous Practices; (u ſed Children, wha 


+ have 


Ver. 17. 


Ver. 
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pave forſaken the right way, and are gone aſtray, fal. 


lowing the way of Balaam for 4 Reward, who loved 
the Wares of Fighteouſuc ſr, i. e. who Was paid for 
curing the Peopic of God, ?Tis a right Account 
or thoſe that retail Excommuanications, who breathe 
dut Flames at a certain rate, and live upon the 
Sale of internal Thunder. Such a Set of Men there 
are inthe World, who can be ſignificant no other 


way than by Nolie and Fury; Wells without Water, 
very deep and grave, but nothing in them; Clouds 


that are carry'd with a Tempeſt, that go roaring a- 


long without a Drop of Rain: Now to rheſe is re- 


ſervd the Miſt of Darkneſs for ever. Their Life 


it ſelf was but a Miſt of Darkneſs, a thick unheal- 


thy Vapour, fit for nothing but both to blind the 
World and choak it: for when they ſpeak great ſwel- 
ling words of Vanity [Aercditary, Indefeaſible, Au- 


timonarchical] they allure indeed, but it is thro the 


Luſts of the Fleſh and much Wantonneſs ;, as if they 


were rather the Bawds, than the Champions of a a 


Party. Againſt ſuch as theſe, is the Sentence in my 


Text directed; They that reſiſt, ſhall receive to them- 


ſelves Damnaæticu. 


Having ſhewn you that theſe Words are no Bar | 
to the glorious Efforts of Liberty that were made | 
on this Day, that there's nothing in them to con- 


demn the great Vertue of ſetting the Law above a 
King, who had ſet himſelf above the Law; I ſhall 
now conſider them in their true Import: And! 
cannot do this, without a direct Application to the 


Sailteof thoſe Rebels chat are now in Arms againſt 
ever hurt them, and agaiuſt 2 
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8 F S StMDS55pTM2 th 


& 0 long ſpar'd them. The Ob- 
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luce without Reſerve ;, when they could not do, they 
ſuffer. But as it is no great Sign of Religion 

or a Perſon to ſay, I an: bolier than thou; ſo you ſeg 

that this Noiſe of Loyalty is no longer to paſs for 

n Argument. Now in order to ſhew you both 


dee Vileneſs and Danger of this Practice, I ſhall fol- 


by the Parts of my Text; and ſo, 

1. Conſider what this Reſiſtance is, which the 
apoſtle condemns. : 
2. The Puniſhment that he denounceth againſt 


| it. And under that Head I may let you ſee both 
[ that it is certain, and that it is juſt. . 
1. There needs no Violence upon the Text to 

| omprehend, in the Crime here mention d, the groſs 


Reſiſtance that is offer'd in our Day. Do but com- 
re it with the Caſes that theſe Men have made 


 threwit, and fix with an immortal Reproach upon 
themſelves. For, PT RT 


Cid rather th. A lan. The Treaſon of theſe Men 
ls not carry'd on by Prayers and Sermons: *Tis not 
being preſent at a Conventicle, where all the harm 


Very cdd way of Reaſoning, that they have ſo 


| nany Scruples about living without their Ring in a 
Nation, when they make noue of living with 4E 
bel in the World: That Conſcience ſhould bind 
{ | tem to a certain Pei ſoy as a Sovereign, more than 
- | idoes to Chriſt Jeſus as the Head of his Church, 

=. 


lich a noiſe of, and you will ſee that God hath let 

them talk their Nonſenſe, on purpoſe to expoſe 
| their Villany : as if all the old Fury and Clamour 
| nas to rebound from the People on whom they 


| (11) The Qrcition is not now, as it once hath. 
| been, Whether a People may aſſemble to diſcharge 
\ | their Duty to God, ia defiance of human Laws. 
e have no Concern in the Apoſtle's Deciſion of a 
| Gſe very different from this, that we ought to obey ARS v. 25. 


Wa Train of Devotions; and therefore a Tender- 
| «of Conſcience, which was laugh'd at by this 
| Party, is but an aukard Plea in their Mouths. *Tis 


Ph. ii. 1 5 


} 


2 
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or the reſt of the Kingdom as their Brethren: 
Thing that we complain of now, is not an Aſſemhl 
that flock together to hear the Word of Life : thi 
it might be their Ignorance to have theſe Societies 
apart from others, yet they could meet with a Ho 
of Good for themſelves, and with no Wiſhes f 
Harm to any oneelſe. But the Deſign of theſe who | 
Pal. iv. 2. Confederate and rake crafty Counſel, is to turn ow 
Glory into Shame, to follow Vanity, and ſeek after Lye : 
And their Scruples are of no more Reputation than 
thoſe of the Chief Prieſts, who durſt not go imo |;; 
Jehnxviii. the Judgment - Hall leſt they ſhould be deſiled; and yet | 
25. Without any Uneaſineſs could ſwallow a large 
Draught of innocent Blood. 85 | 
| 2. Here's a Reſiſtance without a Complaint of 
Male-Adminiftration. They have declar'd it un- 
lawful, upon any pretence whatſoever, to contra- 
dict the Will of a Sovereign; they have bellow'd 
out all the Names of Paſſion againſt thoſe who en- 
ter'd into War with a Pretence, and muſt it be Virtue 
to do it without one? Is one King made a Saint 
for having Crimes, and muſt another be ſcandalous 
for having none? Shall the Glorious Turn of this 
Day be their Abhorrence, that we threw ont a Mo- 
narch for breaking the Laws; and are themſelves in- 
ſpir'd with all this Violence againſt one that ke 


them? We are not put to thoſe hard Shifts to | ; 


| ſupport the Government of King 6 EO RG E, that 
are always neccſſary to maintain that of a Tyrant, 
We have no occaſion to ſtudy new Doctrines for | 
the Defence of new Incroachments. Our Duty to 
Him ſtands in the firſt Law of Nature, and that ß 
the circular Motions of Bounty and Friendſhip. We | 
obey, becauſe we fit under his Shadow among the Hea 
then. Tis beneath a good Ruler to have his la- 
tereſt driven in with Axes and Hammers, with Pre- 


tences of unlimited Power and irreſiſtible Autbe- f 


rity; *tis the Law that gives the Foundation to bs 
Command, and the Rule to our Obcdience f by 
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the Relation between him and his Subjects, | 

where hath it been broke on his part? We 

nit to him as an Ordinance of Man, avec 1 Pet. ii. 
, a Parliamentary Creation, the Choice of a 13, 14. 

fe and Free People: and this we do for the Lord's 

4 As his Credentials are diffuſed thro his Life, 


{appears to be ſent by God for the Puniſhment of 


- Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well. 
Indeed there's a Complaint of Grievances that 
Nation hath been under for 26 Years: but it is 
in that the main Grievance is that which lay 


pheavy upon Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah Neh. i. 19, 


+Ammonite ; it grieved them that a Man was come 
1 ſeek the Welfare of Iſrael. Have any Judges ſince 


[at time made an Offering of the Law to the Hu- 


mur of the Prince? Hath there been any Violence 
kd in our Border? Have we reaſon to complain 
1 Juries that are ſtain'd with innocent Blood? 
he we now in danger of Jriſh Evidence, or French 
Dragoons ; that Men who have not the Courage to 
til as in the Field, ſhall have a Protection to do it 
| the Bar? Nay, hath that which is their Darling 


ls (or at leaſt their Rattle) met with any Injury fince 
10 | the Days of King James? Hath the Revolution 


erer invaded the Schools, or ruffled the Lawn? 


Have we brought any Men that are either Robbers 


if their Temples, or Blaſphemers of their Goddeſs? No, Acts xis. 
u, they are well fed with great Dignities, and ſuf- 37. 
iciently walled in by certain Laws; ſo that all is 


| their own: and is not this Power enough, to have 


bull Range in their own Bounds, and no likelihood 


| that any ſhall leap over to moleſt them? And muſt 
* | there ſtil] be a Cry? Is the Church always in Dan- 


ger, when it is hindred from doing miſchief ? If the 
Pales are not ſecure now, *tis not for want of 
Krength above, but owing to ſome Rottenneſs at 


_ the Foundation. Is Perſecution the beſt Food they. 


can have? We read of a Woman that had ſwal- 


| bw'd the Blood of Saints, and of the Aartyrs of Je- Rey. xvM. 


ſus 5,5» 


1 6 


ful to our own Defence: All the Rebellion of 
| thers cut their Throats; 


as they could from 4 Throne of Iniquity, that 
VBVBDliſbed Miſchief by a Law. But theſe 
fal. bæiv. 4. an evil Matter; they are in Arms ſuddenly to ſhoot 


the Commons as a Guard to the People. 
when there is any Diſcord between the Sovereign 
and the great Repreſentative of the Nation, thy 
the End may be fatal, yet the Manner is auguſt: 
?tis drawn out in Petitions and Anſwers, Remoy 
ſtrances and Mapifeſto's; fo that the Diſpute lie 
pablick to all the World; it may be ſeen on eithe 
- fide what would do. But there is neither Judgment 
nor Advice to be given upon the Swell of a Rab- 
ble; we cannot know why they begun, nor when 
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ſms; but it did her no good, for ſhe is laid to be 


drmk with it. 
3. Here's niore than the Reſiſtance that is need. 


People in former Reigns was, their not letting o. 

they had no deſign of hurt, 
Ing any one, but only preſerv'd themſelves as logg 
fe 


Commune in 


at the upright in heart. They talk of nothing hut 


Depoſition, and Slaughter, and Vengeance. The 


Queſtion in their Caſe does not agree with that of 
David's Carriage to Saul, that one would haye 


thought muſt have been very ſacred to them, but 
that of Abſalom to David. 1 
4. *Tis not, as ſome of our Civil Wars hay 
been, carry'd on by one part of the Legiſlature 2. 

inſt the other. The Lords in our Conſtitution 
eem to be plac'd as a Skreen to the Throne, and 
Nov 


And that's the Rebellion of our Day, againſt the 


iner 13. inß L yes, this Inſurrection is like the burſting of 4 


whole Legiſlature at once; the King and Parliament 
actually met: If the Foundations are out of Courſe, tis 
in this Aſſembly they are to be ſet to rights. But 
without any other Pieparations to convince the 


Judgments of Men than forry Wt:ifpers and creep- 


Wall, whoſe Erexch comes ſuddenty, at an inſtant. Hon 


IA 


* 


EE 
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— 
*® 
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have we been told that neither one nor both | 
of Parliament had any coercive Power over 
the King ? and yet here is the of ſcouring of the Na- 
jw (hall pretend to an Authority over all three. 
derer let them talk of 1641. the ſcandalous Year 
$1715- In the other War there was a great Con- 
hence of the firſt Quality, and the beſt Eſtates in 
the Kingdom; and this not carry'd on by drunken 
(abals, and with the Secrecy of a Plot, but by the 
Votes of Parliament, before all Iſrael, and in 
the Face of the Sun: that was the Work of a Se- 
gate, and this of a Rabble. And how many have 
ſuler d their Zeal againſt that to foam out in Blaſs 
y? making it worſe than the Crucifixion of 
ar Saviour. And is it not ſtrange, that the very 
ferſons who are ſo violent againſt a Deſign that 
hath ſome Shows of Authority, ſhould now inſpire 
mother which hath none at all? But it looks as if 
God would retrieve the Reputation of his Servants 
ia the laſt Age, by taking off the Mask from their 
Revilters in this. Thou art therefore :nexcuſable, O Man, Rom. ii. 1. 
bot ver thou art that judgeſt, for wherein thou judgeſt 
ty | nber, thou condemneſt thy felf ;, for thou that judgeſt, 
i the ſame thing. We may fay, as Fehu did, who 
'” | bad been rail'd at for killing Ahab: The Perſons. 
who were moſt likely to brand him for a Regicide, 
nere the Guardians of the Royal Family; and yet 
theſe had no more Loyalty than they were paid 
for: they murder'd the Children, and ſent up 
nen | the Heads of Seventy Men to the Gates of Fezrcel. 
the Now when Febu came out, and ſaw theſe Heaps, he ; 
nts them with that Reproach, Behold, ye be righ- 2Kin. x. 5. 
„ tw! I conſpired againſt my Maſter, and ſlew him, but 
tis 5 CONTPred Gf ny Pp | 
Bug * ſew all theſe? And ſo may we lay, we have 
the | dard of Kiog-killing Doctrines, Seditious T enets, 
. | Root-and-Branch Work, and Antimonarchical Prin- 
7 | ciples; tho the Perſons upon whom this Infamy 
ion | 8 thrown, were never guilty of Aſſaſſinations. | if 
fres | Hy did think it lawfol = meet their oy 
= | 5 | W! 
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Sam. xxvi. 
1 Q. 


| beſheth, on the two Perſons that kill'd him upon his 


2 Sam. iv. 


Court of juſtice? againſt the Trial of a King? 
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with an Army of Soldiers, yet they ſcorn'd to 


hire a Company of Ruffians. They knew no Uſe 
of Plaiſters and Potions, no Exerciſe of Sword and 


Piſto}, but in a fair and open War. They ſcrupled 


with David to murder a Monarch in the Cave, tho 
they were not afraid to ſay as he did, The Day ſhal 


come that he ſhall go down to the Battle and die. And 


the ſame Generoſity did he ſhow in the Caſe of Ip. 

Bed; of them he required his Blood, and took them 

away from the Earth 3 
What Exclamations have we had againſt a Higb 


But is it not ten thouſand times viler to give him 


a private Blow, without any Warning, or as much 


as the Formality of an Accuſation ? And can it 
ſhow a more degenerate Spirit in a Miniſter of the 


the former, and yet give Abſolution to thoſe who 
were guilty of the latter? But, as I ſaid, this de- 


being the Work of a Rabble, conducted by Men 


Goſpel, than for a Man with a full Cry to condemn 


ſerves not the honourable Name of a Civil War, 


who are deſperate in their Tempers, becauſe they 


are ſo in their Fortunes; as if the Eſtates that had 


been waſted by Luxury in one Reign, were to be 


retrieved by Sedition in another. 


5 1ſt, What we are to underſtand by this awful | 


1 Secondly, I ſhall now conſider the Paniſhment of ö 
thoſe that do reſiſt; They ſhall receive to themſelves 
Damnation. There are three things under my la- 


qquiry. 


Word Damnation. 


2Zqah, From whom theſe Rebels are to receive it. 
Z3aly, The Juſtice of the Sentence, that they have = 
/) ⁵ On 
iſt, As Damnation is a Word of the moſt awful 
Sound in our Language, and does not always figil- 


y the ſame thing in Scripture; ſo 1 ſhall here mer- 
0 tioa 


| 


: 
5 
: 
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tion the three Senſes that it plainly bears, and ſhow 
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0 how each of them come into the Caſe of Thoſe 
who now diſturb the Publick Peace. 
4 1. The immediate Senſe of it here ſeems to be 
d tte Execution of human Juſtice. 
50 2. It may alſo include a Sentence in a Man' s OWN 
at Breaſt. And, 
id 3. This Crime hath the common Nature of all 
6. FP ly to draw along with it eternal Ruin, if peo- 
Nie ple do not obtain Repentance yo Remijſion Yi their 
2g | 09 The word , which we tranſlate Da- 
oh | nation, may ſignify the Execution of human Jaftice, 
87 the temporal Calamities that by the Law alt, Of- 
in | fenders are liable to; and to this you may refer 
ih That he ſays, If thou doſt that which is evil, be afraid, oi. 3. 
it | for he bears not the Sword in vain: he is a Miniſeer of 
the | God, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon him thay, does 
mn | evil. Now this is needful, both that a Government 
rho | may defend it ſelf, and, by a reverend Equity upon _ 
de. | Sinners, sive 4 Praiſe to them that do well. M hen 
ar, | David mourn d for Abſalom, it was a Reproach gpon 
en All the People that had ventur'd their Lives in that 
hey War, as Joab tells him: He ſhamed the Faces of his 2 xir. 
had Servants 5 he loved his Enemies, and bated his Friends, 325 
be ad declared, to the World, that if they had all died, 
l Abfalom lived, it bad pleaſed . we. This is 
a low Rate upon "the Life of a Fr iend, when it is 
tof dot of ſo much value to me as a ſoft and fooliſh 
Joes Paſſioa for an Enemy. The Publick will be apt to 
lu. think, that Loyalty and Rebellion are of equal E- 
ſſeem at Court, when there's no Diſt inction between 
awful the Perſons that ated by them. 
The Apoſtle intimates as if the M aviſtrate would 
it, ear the Sword in vain; as if in his Hand it were a 
have mere Impertiaence, if he did not execute Judgment 
m Evil- Doers: And a3 he is the Miniſter of God 
wil do this pur oſe, ſo the Executions muſt be impar- 
igni- : tal. God is no Re peter of Per“, fy 1% 107 ads the Aas *. 34 
meſ- | G 2 Ri c 


1 Fet. i. Conſe ĩence towards God, endures Grief, ſuſfering 


Eccl. viii. 1. mate the Face to ſhine, and the 8 of our Coun- 


Tg Ver. 19. 
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Job xxxiv. Rich any more than the Poor. The Soul that i 
19. . ſhall die. Now this is threatned in my Te- — 


— muſt needs be ſubject, ſaith our Apoſtle, for Wrath, 


human Laws firs eaſy enough, when a Man, 


for 


19. fuiy ;, yet "tis no part of a Perſon's Honour to 2 
ry in his Shame, to value his Crime, and banter his 


I Pet. iv. Fate: Let none of you fuſfer as a Murderer, or 4 
13. Thief, or a an Evil. doer. 3 


(.) There ſeems to be ſomething more in the 


Expreſſion, and that is a Condemnation within: 
They receive, tculon, to themſelves Dannation. A 


Man's a doing that which his Conſcience can by 
no Means approve of. There are Sufferings that 


tenance ſball not be chang d. Some have been ter- 


Heb. xl. 35, tur d, torn aſunder, thruſt thro with the Sword; and. 


37. woilld not accept of Deliverance, that they might ob- 
2 Tim. i. tain 4 better Reſurrection. Tho they ſuffer d theſe 
12. thin, they were not aſbam d, becauſe they knew in 
1 pet. iv. whom they believ d : They rather gloriſy d God on this 


15. . 


deed worſe than Death it ſelf. 


Iis pity that they don't conſider this before - 


had; if they diq, what a dark Scene would they 


| be fed into! © Here Pm a doing 1 know not what, 
& for the fake of I know not who. Thar my No- : 
tions cf Somebody's Right may take place, IM 


« reſolv'd to run no leſs hazard than either the 


% Ruin of my ſclf, or that of the Publick. fl. 
© miſcarry, berc's my Life and Family made #1 
„ Sacrifice to 2 Name; and I die as 4 Fool 4e: | 
if | ſucceed, it is thro Seas of innocent Blood; 


d Tbeuſauds are like te ſuffer, with whom | ge- 


er · 3. 45s well as for Conſcierce- ſate. Tho the Weight of 


FFT; 


Behalf. Tho their Bodies had all the Torment that 
Man could give, yet there was 4 faithful Creator, 
to whom they committed the keeping of their Souls. 
But when People receive to themſelves Damnation, it 
ſignifies a Remorfe, that frets within, and is in- 


2 


| a0 ver 5 
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"Wo ier had any Quarrel; Parents will be deſtroy'd, 

Te |» Children ſtarv'd, the Trade of a Country choak d 

th, [19 the Growth of it conſum'd, a common 

of Range of Violence over all the Land: and this 

for | «Miſchief is no more than my Homage to a No- 

tion. Tis not to make any one eaſier, or to 

gl. "ſecure their Property; but I'm doing the greateſt 
"his Harm, with the leaſt Proſpe& of any Good.” 
y il not ſuch a one make ſad Work for Conſci- 
Ide? He can never have that Peace and Foy in the 

the y Ghoſt, which is ſo vften the Conſolation of a 
in: | ever in an evil Day: He will want the Happineſs Rom. xiv. 
A |#thiſe, who do not condemn themſelves in the thing? 
hat This is the Senſe of the Word quite thro the fol- 
n- | wing Chapter; and if ſome Perſons had look'd 
ter- | oftner into that, they would not have made ſuch 
ard . | metched Work in this. They call themſelves the 

ob- | Srrants of Jeſus Chriſt, tell us of a Power that is 

eſe ted to them from him; but we know that 
in | lenever took himſelf to be 4 Judg and Divider of Luke xii, 


—" 


| it hould be more the Duty of his Followers to hold 


mite a Peace between one Chriſtian and another? 
it me way of doing that, we have iq the 14th Chap- 


| Neck, or Occaſion to fall in his Brother's way. And 
 thoa ſcropulous Conſcience has been a Sacrifice to 


a2 the Civil Power, and a Jeſt to the Eccleſiaſtick, yet 


4; tharsas plain a Sentence as ſtands in all the Bible: 


I: I hom and am perſuaded that there is nothing unclean Ver. 14. 


& i ſelf; but to him that eſteems any thing to be un- 


a Irheritance. And is it not unaccountable, that 14. 


|  theScales between Kings and Subjects, than to pro- 


in- ter of this Epiſtle, which perhaps they don't care 

pd lock into, for fear of razing out all they have 
e- | kbour'd in the 13th. They will there ſee that im- 

- poſitions in the Church have done as much harm, as 
t, erer Treafon did in the State. There are awful 
o- Commands, not to judg another Man's Servant, bat Ver. 4. 
u judg this rather, that no Man put a Stumbling- Ver. 13. 


clean, 
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f c.tean, to him it is unclean. And ſo in the laft 
He that doubteth, is damned if he eat, becauſe 


Verſe 
be eat; I 


not of Faith; ſor whatever is not of Faith, is Sin wi. \ 


a 
: 
" 


whatever in my judgment is not agreeable to the 
Will of God, is a Crime againſt him, 75 
ladeed when People wink hard, and gape wid 
never judg for themſelves, but take all the Priet old 
ſhall give them; they have no occaſion, for. ſuch 2 (hit f 
Law eas this. There the Empire of a certain Or- 
der is without Controul, and they live up to their 
Fol: vi, Title, The;Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World : But 
12. if Men will enquireinto the Mind of God, and are 
not ſatisfy'd about what is cramm'd into t 
they are in a miſerable way. The Scripture damm 
them if they do eat, and the Church damas them if 
they do not: If the Action is not with their own 
Faith, *tis a Sin againſt God; if it comes not ap 
to the publick Faith, it brings on the Vengeance of 
Man. Tho this may ſeem to be a Digreſlion, yet |: 
you will find it is not very far out of the Subjed, 
> if you conſider that the People, who have draws 
ſo much Blood from this Text, did it in ſupport af 
a twofold Tyranny : They gave to the King what 
belongs to us as Men, that all the reſt might be their 
own Plunder, what we have as Chriſtians. 
3.) As the word Damnation does often ſignify eter- | 
nal Ruin, fo that Senſe is comprehended here: not 
that Reſiſtance is the unpardonable Sin, but tis of 
the ſame nature with all other Crimes, they wil 
be fatal if we are not waſh'd in the Blood of the 
Lamb. But, without this Limitation,. have our 
Palpits of late Years deliver'd out their Thunder; 
Las if it was not enough to give the King all we 
had upon Earth, unleſs Heaven it ſelf was a Grant | 
to his Favourites, and Hell a Scare-crow to his 
 Eremies. There was ſcarce any other Notion of | 
the one, th in as his Exchequer ; and of the other, | 
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Ti an 25 they made It his Artillery. = 
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hea It there is another place where we have the 
e. [ge Word, and upon that we hear very little of. 
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to the || Dangers : He that eats and drinks unworthily, 1 Cor. xi. 


Is and drinks Damnation to himſelf. They that 5: 


g ſo careful to maintain one Ordinance of God, 
Prief zuld have as much Zeal to 


p affront the Throne of a King? Shall the Meat 
kreof be contemptible, and no warning given of 
r Miſchief that is done? Is not this Damnation as 


and ſcandalous Communicant, a viler Crea- 
ne than a Rebel? Are they ſo afraid Souls ſhould 
t undone, by contradicting the Luſt of a Man, 
' own [ad will they let them go on, for the ſake of their 
ot up | Great Places, to trample under foot the Son of God? 


preſerve another: 
zit ſafer to pollute the Table of the Lord, than it is Mal. i. 12. 


» [{radful as the other? Is not a profane, an igno- 


ce of | The Apoſtle makes our counting the Blood of the Co- Heb. x. 28. 


mut an unholy thing, to be worſe than deſpiſing the 


bje, [law of Moſes; and is it not ſo bad as oppoſing that 


if Ceſar ? 3 


Indeed it becomes us, when we ſpeak of Judg- 


(ation. *Tis a bold and impious way of talking, 


not | the Sentence of Damnation upon Reſiſtance, had 


will | epecially ſince in the late Confuſions many were 
lot dead upon the ſpot, without any Time for 
_ Our [Repentance that we know of. The poor M retches 


| they'll ſuppoſe that ſwearing aud rioting tor the 


durch is a Crime that carries its 6wn Atonement, 
Bit | the words of my Text would make a dreadtul | 
TID . 7555 Sound, 


n ſay that ſuch a One is gone to Hell: But I win 
they, who with a great Volubility have pronounc'd 


tzd the Means they might have done to prevent it; 


were taken away in their Iniquity, but their Blood Exe 
Bl be requir'd at the Watckman's band. Nay, in the Wii. 6. 
| Tumult five Years ago, one Perſon (if not more) 
his abe was plundering a Mecting-Houſe, by the Fall | 

a Of | of ſome Timber was kill'd at once; aud this in 

er, | «ual Rebellion againſt the late Queen: and unleſs 


meats within the Veil, to do it with Temper and 1 


* 
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6 Sound, if apply'd to ſuch a Fate; They 2 | 
receive to themſelves Danwation. nay op, 

2. I will be very ſhort in ſhewing you the Cer. 
tainty of this Puniſhment. The ſecond and thirg 
Branches of it, which is a Self- Damnation, and an 


eternal Ruin, can be inflicted by none but a Mans 
own Conſcience, and God the Fudg of al. The fit 


is what Sinners are moſt afraid of; they feel no 


eat up bis People as they eat Bread, and not cal ma 
him. Now, 5 
(..) This is left upon the Magiſtrate, who does 


de does not execate Jud 
the Truſtee of publick Juſtice: The Power of 
| Revenge that the People had in their own hands, 


| upon one that is a common Enemy, is, by the Lam 


of the Country, lodg'd in him; and therefore if, 


5 nal and ſteddy, he is giving away what is none 

Job xix. of his own: Be ye afraid of the Sword, for Wrath 

33 brings the Puniſhment of the Sword, that ye may know 
there 35 a Judgment. e | 8 


Pfal. xciv. the Concurrence of all good Men: Mbes 7 


nity can dare to be wicked, in a little time none 


the 


el. ali Conſcience, they believe no God; ebey ſay in their 
| Hearts there # none, or otherwiſe they would newr 


Teras gr 


not fill his Title, if he bears the Sword in vain, if 
nen Evil- doers. Hes 


upon private Conſiderations, his Hand is apt to 
make, if the Diſtributions of Vengeance are not 


I. KS TNS. 


(.) To a Juſtice of this nature there will be 


„ returns unto Righteouſneſs, all the Upright in Heat | 
will follow after it; and without this, there's a ſhi» 
vering in the Conſtitution. When Men by Impa- 


will dare to be honeſt. A publick Enemy is 80 | 
Object of Mercy, becauſe he's uſually no Subject f 
Repentance; God gives them up to vile Aﬀettom. 
Any Perſon would think, when Adonijah had fuch 

a narrow Eſcape from one Treaſon, he ſhould not 
ſo ſoon have ventur'd into another: But he, and 
| FJeoab, and Abiathar are in a ſecond Plot, that 
brought Deſtruction upon them. Nor did it ſhake | 


<xj my 


5E 


S. 
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Teeth. Thus did the Army reſcue Jonathan, when 


wrought with God this day ? But the Caſe is otherwiſe xiv. 45. 
; when Men declare their Iniquity as Sodom: He that pov. 


| after a Thief. 
nill take the Work into his own Hands: He 
| ſhall cut them off. 


 requite it with his Hand : He breaks the Arm of the vio- 
l Man, be is known by the Judgments that he exe- 1 ix. 
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the King's Scepter; for on that occaſion he ſays, Xing 1 Kings iis 
colomon ſhall be bleſſed, and the Throne of David 48. 
ſhall be eſt abliſh'd before the Lord for ever. When 
Princes go on as roaring Lions in their Speeches, and prov. 

8 ravening Bears in their Actions, it is the Peoples xxviii. 15, 
Duty and Glory to pluck the Spoil out of their 


the King had ſworn to kill him, Shall he die that has 1 Sam. 


dots Violence to the Blood of any Perſon, let him flee Anl. 17. 
to the Pit, let no Man ſtay him. Such as theſe are ; 
driven forth from among Men, they cry after them as Job xxx, 


(3:) In all Deficiences of human Juſtice, God 

I all Pſal. xciv. 
bring upon them their own Iniquity, he ſhall cut them ut. 

off in their own Micledneſt; yea, the Lord our God 

He beholds Miſchief and Spite, to Pfal. x. 14, 


cutes, when the Wicked are ſuar d in the Work of their 16, 1, 
Hands ;, for the Wicked ſhall be turn'd into Hell, and 


| the Nations that forget God. But as his Judgment Rom. ii,2, | 
' according to Truth, and he does not lay upon Man 


more than is meet; I will go on tothe = . 
3. Conſideration of ſome things that ſhaw this 


Puniſhment to be juſt. And ia this I ſhall not on- 
ly regard the Provocation, as it is aim'd at the So- 


vereignty of the Ruler, and the Authority of hu- 


man Laws, but as it calls for immediate Vengeance 


| from God. This will appear, if we reflect upon 
_ the following Particulars, which are all notorious 


lugredients into the Rebellion of our Day. 


(.̃i..) Tis a Violation of the moſt ſolemn Oaths. 
L..) "Tis a Breach of ſocial Friendſhip. 
6.) 'Tis an open Contempt of National Mer- 


| 


* (4) As 


„„ d WP 
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(4.) As it is with a Cry for the Church, *tis the 


Proſtitution of a ſacred Name. 


(5. ) *Tis manag'd with an inhuman Barbarity. 


(.) *Tis in defiance of the greateſt Profeſſions | 


to the contrary. 


(J.) Tis carry'd on without any Appearance of 
Devorion. 


(..) What Succeſs can there be to the Violation 


Pal, XV. 4+ 


Challenge; tis laying in our Belief of a God, as 


of ſacred Oaths ? Tis the Character of an upright 
Man, that be ſwears to bis own hurt, and changeth 


within that are oppoſite to the Profeſſions we make 
abroad. An Oath is partly a Paws, and partly a 


the Pledg of a Truth that we ſwear to; and then 
tis an Appeal to his Omniſcience, an Impreca- 


tion of his Juſtice, a Diſclaim of his Mercy both 


in this World and that which is to come, if what 


we ſay is falſe : and therefore if a Perſon can lay all 
this Solemnity upon a Lye, he's a downright A- 
theiſt, he believes there's no God. ls that Wretch | 
conſcious to a Hell, who wiſheth all the Plagues of 
it upon himſelf, if he be not ſincere ? No Eccleſiaſ- 
_ tical Waſh can hide the Crime of abjuring the Per- 
ſon whom I believe my Sovereign, and profeſling | 


Allegiance to another, whom I think an Uſurper. 


Io ſay that this is for the Good of the Church, 


is to ſuppoſe that Chriſt took the wrong way. 


When he ſettled it, it was by deſtroying the Works 


of the Devil; aud is it to be maintain'd by renew- 


ing them? To pretend it is for God's Glory, is on- 


Is he to be honour'd by Blaſphemy ? Shall his Name 


ly loading the Profanation with a new Guilt. What 


be hallow'd by being profan'd? No, no: tho the 


IJIjsuſtice of Men ſhould have a wrong Biaſs, and 2 
2 Det. ii. 1. low Motion; yet the Damnation of theſe Sinners 
Tod. ax. . ſlumbers not, he will not hold them guiltleſs that ys : 


not. Now this is the greateſt Security we can give | 
to one another, that he, who knows our Hearts, is | 
_ call'd in for a Witneſs, that we have no Deſigns 
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his Name in vain. *Twas the Crime of Zedekiah, 
and the Preachers in that day, that they valu'd not 


Moreover, all the Chief 


of the Pretender, have been of a long ſtanding in 
our Law: each of theſe were repeated, in ſacred 
Oaths, upon many Occaſions ; all Miniſters, Magi- 
ſtrates, Com miſſion'd Officers, and Members of 
Parliament were oblig'd to take them; and can Re- 


| ligion have any Concern in breaking them? Our 


Adherence to King GEORGE is with all the 
Voice of Conſcience on its fide, we could not be 


| otherways than we are without Perjury. Our Souls 

re under Bonds to the Great God, who hath no Eccl. 
| Pleaſure in Fools, and hates thoſe who after Vows do Prov. xx, 
| make Inquiry: and therefore, tho the Rage of a 4. 
Party hath fallen very heavy upon us and our Bre- 


thren in the Country, yet by that we are thrown 


into an Honour of being (without exception) bear- 


ty for the preſent Government. And I ſee no rea- 


fon why cur Houſes and Perſons ſhould be their 


Mark more than others, who have taken the ſame 


Oaths with us; unleſs they think we did it in Ear- 


neſt, and they in Jeſt. 


( 2.) This is a Breach of all ſocial Friendſhip, 1 
can never be ſure of a Perſon that betrays me after 
an Oath; ſuch a one is looſe to all the World. 

The whole Univerſe ought to look upon him as a 
Creature that cannot be truſted. Communities will 
fall to pieces, if we have nothing in our power for 
the round of a mutual Aſſurance; and can this 


eſcape the righteous Judgment of God? What, 


27 


\ their Oaths. Fe rebelld againſt King Nebuchadnez- 2 Chron. 
zar, pho had made him ſwear by Gd; but he ſtif- . 13, 
| fen'd his Neck, and harden d his Heart, from turning 
to the Lord God of Iſrael. 
F the Prieſts and the People tranſgreſs'd very much, 
| and polluted the Houſe of the Lord, which he had hal- 
bud in Jeruſalem. Nor is the Crime of the Re- 
bels in our day to be excus'd by any Surprize they 
| were under. His Majeſty's Title, and a Diſclaim 


r 
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will he ſuffer a Company of Wretches to unman 
the World, to leave us in no more Security than 


the Beaſts have with one another? Shall there be 


no Faith in the Earth? We need not go ſo deep as 


the Wound that is given to Chriſtianity. Our King. 
dom will ſtand as a Blot upon human Nature. If 
the Character of the Nation was to be eſtabliſh'q 


upon this Conduct, it might be ſaid of Britons all 


over the Earth, that they are a People not fit for 
Commerce; they can promiſe, cheat, deceive, and 
murder in the Name of the Lord: But. ſhall the 
Country where God hath dwelt, and which hath 
been the Praiſe of all the Farth, now become their 


Averſion ? No, he will roll away our Reproach, 


= by appearing as a ſmijft Witneſs againſt him that 
Mal. iii, 5. ſmears falſiy, for theſe are things that he hates. 


(3.) *Lis an open Contempt of National Mer- 


cies: *Tis giving up all the Gains of a War that 


God hath glorify'd. The People who in their 


Hearts have made themſelves a Captain to return again 
to Egypt into Bondage, do not ſcruple to curſe this 
Das, <3 If it ſhould not come into the Number of tbe 
Atontis, Tac Revolution is openly arraigu'd, and 
Eigbiy Eicht jut into the very ſame Colours that 
they give you of Forty One. The Great Name 
of our Delivery is abus'd, whoſe Life will ever 
- ſhir.e as the brighteſt Part of Hiſtory: And tho 
they world pretend ſome Value for the late Reign, 


yet it is known that this very Faction invaded us 


then; by which it is apparent, their Zeal for the 
Qucen was a Fetch at ſomething elſe. This was 
evident to ſeveral for the Jaſt five Years; and tho 
tome laugh'd at the Warnings that were given you, 


and others hated them, yet now the Secret's out. 


But what! Muſt a Train of Wonders and Vic- 5 


tor ies in maintenance of this Revolution be all loſt ? 


if fome among us would give then up, will God 
do ſa tao? Are not the FPraiſes upon Record with 
bim, that we o vp to his Throne? Were our 


Dank, 
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an | rhaokſgiviogs then a Jeſt, and the Occaſion of them 

in | ow 2 Barden? No, he hath made bis wonderful Plal.cxi, 4. 

be | fk to be remembred : and can we expect any leſs 

as | than that he will pour Confuſion upon thoſe who 

g- | he deliver'd up the Glories of his Arm to the Re- 

If much of the fooliſh? Is it a ſmall thing to weary Men, 1ſawvii.13; 

'd ju will ye weary my God alſo? Shall the yearly Ru- 

all ums of Conqueſt, which we once look'd upon as 

or | the Decifions of Providence in our favour, be now 

nd | tirown in among the Sufferings of a Royal Family? 

he | There was ſuch a Temper among the Fews after the 

th |ebellion of Corab : They complain, when the Earth 

tir ud ſwallow'd up the Rebels, Te have killed the People Num. xvi. 

h, te Lord: but God thunders againſt them, Get ye 41. 

at * |q from among this Congregation, that I may conſume Ver. 45. 
them in 4 Moment And there died of the Plague in one Ver. 49. 

r- | lg Fourteen Thouſand and Seven Hundred 

at | (4) As all this is carry'd on with Cries for the 

er | Church, ſo there's a further Call upon Vengeance, 

in ir the horrid Proſtitution of a Sacred Name. By 

s |: Church he means a People gather'd out of the 

the World, ſeparate from the reſt of Mankind, in their 

nd bependence upon him, the Purity of their Lives, 

at ad the Simplicity of their Devotion. He never 

me |&fpn'd that Title for a furious Tribe, who lord 

er | wer his Heritage: when it is made the Colour of pe. v. ;. 

ho | Deceit and Robbery, it adds to the Abomination; 

zu, | tsaſſuming upon God himſelf, as if we thought it 

us un as eaſy to pleaſe him with a falſe Cry, as it is 

the | to confound the World with a loud one. And 

vas tius all this while the People that are really the 

ho Church of Chriſt, his peculiar Treaſure, ſuch as are 

Ou, Vale of good Works, theſe are taken up in the Lips 

alters, and treated as the Filth of all things. But 

ic- U it not time for thee, O Lord, to work when Men Pal. cxix. 

ſt? ade void thy Law? To hear Swearers admiring 126. 

0d ue Church; the publick Enemies of Society, whoſe 

th Muth ſpeaks Vanity, and their right Hands are full 

Er f Falſhood; that they will trick and delude, * 
„ 0 al 
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all for the Church; it gives the Word it ſel | { 


grating Sound, and we may think that 


Ia.lxy. 15. cannot be far off. Te ſhall leave your Name for 4 
| Curſe to my Choſen, for the Lord ſhall ſlay thee, ang 


ligion, or a Religion without Saints, or Saints with. |" 


a2 Aſſembly: but it was indeed no more than the |; 


ſhall call his Servants by another Name. Is this the 
Body that he hath bought with 4 Price? that he hath 


.Sanftify'd with the waſhing of Water by the Word ? The 
Scripture knows nothing of a Church without Re. 


out a Faith that works by Love. 
Indeed the Word tunica, that is uſually tranf. 


lated Church, in one place of the New Teſtament |' 
comes up to the Notion that theſe Men have of it; |; 


and that is As 19. tis there, ig our Verſion, calbd 


Mob of Epheſus, who were ſpirited up by the Shrine 
Makers of Diana, becauſe that their Craft was in du- 


ger to be ſet at nought. And truly there you ſee hoy 


Church-Work is ſometimes carry'd on; it may do 


as well for our Age as theirs, that ſome cry d on! 
thing, and ſome another; for the Aſſembly was confuſed, | * 


and the more part knew not wherefore they were con 


| ver. 34. | 


together. But when they heard that the Apoſtle ws | 


a Jew, they all with one Voice, for the ſpace of tm 
Hours, cried out, Great is Diana of the Epheſians 
There ſeems to be very little difference between 


There's nothing that looks like a Church-Charac | 


- 


ter in the Leaders of this un 


Judgment 
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, their taking the Sacrament. They may. well call 
11 Qualification, for after that they are fit for any 
ling; as if it was only a Doſe to ſupple the Con- 
ence. For when they have conquer'd their Reve- 
ac for God, and their Dread of his greateſt Ap- 

ntment, they draw a certain Brawnineſs upon 

ir Minds; and fo being paſt feeling, commit Ini- Eplviv.ig. 
e Wall in with Greedineſs. Tis too often with them as 
* The es with Judas, who, after the Sop, had Satan en- 
ut Re. | into him; and fo, being full of the Devil, he ſold 
with: | {Maſter : and in this the Wickedneſs ſeems to be 
alicia, when they come from the Table of the Lord John xi. 
—— p ſell their Country. But will this ever do? Is it 27 

ell t the very Caſe that the Apoſtle hath laid down : 

[jy that awful manner; Te cannot drink of the Cup of 1 Cor. xi. 
te Lord, and the Cup of Devils; ye cannot be Parta- 21 
krs of the Lord's Table, and the Table of Devils? 

What he here ſaith cannot be done, is no manner of 

lificulty to theſe People; but his Meaning is, they 

old not do it without Guilt, and without Dan- 

er: Do we provoke the Lord to Fealouſy? Are we Vet. 22. 
ger than he? 1 ERS, on ad 

() The Reſiſtance that is carry'd on with an in- 

man Barbarity, cannot eſcape Damnation. There 

ne ome Outrages that the Enemies of Religion are 

nilty of, that will always be ſhocking to common 

Nature: as that of digging into Graves, inſulting 

the Dead, and expoſing what all the Nations of the 

World have kept ſecret. This is going beyond the 

iual Method of ſinning: and what may we expect 

iter ſuch a Beginning? They that have plunder'd 

le Tombs, will be * than _— who lived a-_ 

5 them, ſo fierce that none might paſs by that way. 

7 | Gould we ph have occaſion * dy of theſe 2 7 

ik te Les as the Pſalmiſt did, O Gd! they are come into Plal. hair. 

| thine Inheritance; we may take it for granted they ® 

vill lead us into the Complaint of the next Verſe, 
De dead Bodies of thy Servants have they given to be 
| Meat to the Fouls of the Heaven, the Fleſh of thy Saints 


7 
p witer | 


arc. 
leſs : ca 


3 


to the Beaſts of the Earth. But is this the Cauſe of | 


| Mat. vii. 16. Fruits ye ſhall know them: we are never to have Grapes 
| from ſuch Thorns, nor Figs of theſe Thiſtles; they "wo 
Heb. vi. S. nigh unto Curſing, and their End is to be burnt, 


of the Oaths they have taken, which you heard of 


have of it in their Lives, I believe indeed it is a 


of their Zeal for Kings, that they, above all others, 
would nor touch the Lord's Anointed. Safferings un- 
der a Tyrant, they call The Doctrine of the Croſs, | 
which is an indecent perverting of the Phraſe from 
the Senſe that it plainly bears in Scripture : but if 
it was ſo, they have been better at preaching this | 
_ Croſs, than taking it up. We ſhould have thought, | 

by their crouding all Religion into this one Branch | 
of Loyalty, that the World was going to have ano» | 


mance, yet now we ſhould have it ia Reality. Nay, 
the very Perſons that are up in Arms in the High | 
lands have glory'd in a further Diſtiaction, that 
they always had a more devout Allegiance than o- 
thers, and profeſs'd all this to King GEORGE! 
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God, either that which he will honour with his 
Command, or fill with his Bleſſing ? Hath he ſet 
up a Church that will root out Humanity? and 

making us Chriſtians, are we ſunk down into Brutes? 
No, you ſee they belong to the Deſtroyer ; By the 


(.) This Reſiſtance is in defiance of all Profeſſions 
to the contrary. I do not only mean the Solemnit 


under the firſt Head, but the ſeveral Aſſurances of 
an incidental nature. 
Loyalty hath been their boaſted Peculiar, a Prin- 
ciple that was purely their own; which, by the way, 
is no great Reputation, that they have got a Set of 
Notions about a common Duty, that no Chriſtians | 
in the World ever had before them: tho, if you 
will take the Doctrine as it ſtands in their Books, 
and conſider it under thoſe Explications that we | 


Rarity. One would have thought, by the Fluency 


ther Thebean Legion; that if the old Story was a R. 
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g if it grew with ſome advantage upon their 
antains, or was peculiar to the Climate. 

Beſides, 


what Outcries had we of late from the 
Throne, the Preſs, and the Pulpit againſt a People 
iin delight in War? And may we not expect that 
God will plead the Quarrel of that roreured Sentence, 


jg? He does not love to have Phraſes ont of his Book 
gd only as the Feathers of a 


ay | nike Prejudice fly home: And one would think the 


'E; | 


nun Repetition they gave us of that Sentence, was 


parent. as ſome expected nothing from it, ſo they 


Aﬀfons ſince, this was all a Sham. And the De- 
ius which have been fo lately diſcover'd againſt 
Geneve, and the Proteſtants of Switzerland, ſhow that 


| what is threaten'd in Scripture as a Judgment, was 
follow'd by them as a Scheme, to cry Peace, Peace, 


and then to bring ſadden Deſtruction. 


nature could be. I think it is no Breach of Cha- 


km "= BAY 


ul ſcatter with his mighty Arm thoſe that are guil- 


poiſon'd Arrow, to 


with a fad Reſerve to themſelves; as if Providence 

wald catch the Words from them, and plead it in 

2 way of Vengeance, Out of thy own Mouth will I Lake xix. 

jug thee, thou wicked Servant. =  "_ 
Again, What was the late Peace which they rec- 

bon d the Glory of their Management? Tis now 


themſelves meant nothing by it; when we ſee the 
| Articles of the Proteſtant Succeſſion to the Crown 
of Great Britain, and that of ſettling the Regency in 
| Farce, are what they deſign'd for no more than a 
Trick. The open Rebellion againſt the former, 
ud the ſecret Plots againſt the latter, are notorious 
kreaments of both; but God hath taken them at 
their word, and made their own Connſel to fall upon 
:. | themſelves. If by thoſe Negotiations we were not 
| fire of bis preſent Majeſty, we could be ſure of no- 
- thing : But it is plain, by the whole Courſe of their 


rity to ſay, that not one hearty Prayer goes up on 
* R that 
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Theſſ. v. | 
(7.) Tis carry'd on with the leaſt Appearance 
ef Seriouſneſs that ever any thing of io great a 
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1 that Side. If God is a Party with them, he muſt 
| Plal.xiv.q- be ſo without an Invitation; They that eat up his 
People, as they eat Bread, call net upon the Lord. | 


one of them they pray for a known Papiſt, in 
J Thoſe Terms, © That it may pleaſe thee to KEEP 
* « and STRENGTHEN him in the true Wor- 
t ſhip of thee, in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of 


ſhall have no regard to the Forms they uſe, when in 


„Life.“ But indeed this is a Duty they are unca. 
pable of. If you run thro the Lord's Prayer, there 


given the Lye. Can they ſay, Hallow'd be thy 


jury? Can they beg, that his Kingdom may come, and 
his Will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven; who 
have given away his Power over the Conſcience, 
and left him no more than the Shadow of an Em- 
pire? Can they talk of forgiving thoſe that treſpaſs 


' W 1 r n ae — . *. 2 2 — 41 
' 4 6 - * 25 — 4 A 


Feople that never offended them? Would it not be 
Inſolence in them to deſire not to be led into Tem- 
tation, who are intangled with Plots and Schemes of 


—_—C . . 


T4 their own contriving?* 3 
= Indeed in their ſaucy Libel they talk of God's 
| wonderful appearing in behalf of the Family of 
'8 the Stuarts; Which ſhews how deficient they are in 


Hiſtory, as well as Scripture. The Accounts we 


'=- had of them, before they ſhifted into England, are 
= tragical enough. There was indeed one Eſcape af- 


1 under the judgment that God threaten'd to the 


dAdieſir d. if they expect Family - Fate for the Man 
whom they have now ſet up, it will be dreadful 


| I generally thought the firſt of them was kill'd with 


torious 


againſt them, who act with a roving Malice to a | 


ter the Battle at Worceſter 3 but the Flood of De- 
[ dliauchery that came in with his Reign, brings us 


—_— - 
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Iſa. i. 29. Jews, Te ſhall be aſham'd of the Oaks that ye have | 


enough; for of four Kings that we had here, tis 


a 7laifter, and the third with a Potion; and tis no- 


to 
1 
if) 
x 
th 
bo 


is ſcarce a Sentence to which their Actions have not | 41 


th 


Name, who profane that Name with a crying Per. Id 
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rions the ſecond dy'd a Sacrifice, and the laſt a 
ſqgitive. | 
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| All the Application that I can make of this, is 
ppat you upon admiring the Goodaeſs of God to 
| Nation that hath taken ſo much pains to be 
nid; and of late he hath done it ia ſuch a man. 
xr, a5 not only to give the Bleſſing, but to ſhow 


te Author. Tis true, the Danger is not over, 


there 


wt what a Handle is there here for Prayer, what an 


e not | anchor to our Hope? When Men were undoing 


e thy 


Per. fe 


„ and 


the great Salvation that he wrought among us, and 
Deſign was almoſt accompliſh'd, he rous'd his 
falouſy, and ſtruck home, by making their Root to be 


Ia, v. 24. 
sRottenneſs, and their Bloſſom to go up as Duſt. You 


| my remember how near we were to the Return of 


and yet tho the Enemy long'd for 4 vacant 
= "when it became ſo, they had not the Cou- 


| Let this be the Stri 


nge to fill it; but Fear and Trembling ſeix d upon r 
them, by the Greatneſs of his Hand they were as ſtill 1% 


| a « Stone, till the Perſon paſs d over whom God had 


ded. Indeed, tho bu Hand hath been, in va- 


nous Ways, lifted up, they will not ſee, they ſeem to Iſa. xxyt. 


due their Fate; but they ſhall ſee and be 4 * * 
t he 


fir their Envy at his People yea, the Pire 
As up for his Enemies ſhall devour them, 
of your 1 that you 
nay meet the Bleſſing as it comes: for when we cry, p(x. tyi. 9. 
| ar Enemies ſhall turn back; this we know, becauſe Go 1 vi. 9. 
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